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rapidly spreading to other regions. This fly annoys the horse more than the first, because it strikes about the head and deposits its eggs on the hair of the chin and throat.
The third species is the nose bot-fly. It is found chiefly in the north central part of the United States, but probably will spread over the entire country in time. This fly fixes its eggs to the skin about the nose.
None of these flies bites, but causes the animal great annoyance when it strikes or deposits its eggs. All three species are especially active on bright sunny days. When large numbers are present, they worry the horses incessantly, causing them to gallop wildly about a pasture. Sometimes animals will huddle together in the shade, with their chins resting on one another's back, trying to protect their noses and throats from the attacks of the flies. Horses in harness may start suddenly and run away. Bot-flies are common from June until late in the fall. These flies do not appear to feed at all, their life purpose being reproduction only.
How the bots reach the stomach
The eggs of all three species are cemented to the hairs about the legs, throat and skin of the lips. They hatch in a few weeks and the young bots are licked off by the animal, swallowed, and carried into the stomach, where they attach themselves to the lining by means of hooks (Fig. 8). Here, in the bot or maggot stage, they spend eight to twelve months. Their color at this time ranges from red to yellow or a dirty white.
After spending the greater part of their life inside the stomach of the horse, the bots pass to the ground with the manure. They burrow into the soil and remain from three to ten weeks, during which time they develop further, until they finally burst out of their shells and emerge as adult flies. From this point on they have only twenty-one days to live, their entire life cycle requiring about a year.
Most of the bots will have been passed from the stomach